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Implementation of Park & Recreation Plan 

• Timelines 

• Responsible parties 

• Prioritization 



Why do we collaborate across 

jurisdictional lines? 
• Cost-sharing, saving 

• Reduce redundancies 

• Natural features don’t stop at municipal boundaries 

• People don’t stop at municipal boundaries 



Land Use Permitting | Opportunity for 

Collaboration 

• Developers know what to expect, everywhere 

• Permits and other documents are uniform 

• Costs reduced 

• Administration is easier 

• Still allows communities to zone how they want 



Master Plan Update | Topics to Consider 



Agricultural Preservation 

 



Corridors 























Coastal Resilience 

• Coastal options 

• Do nothing 

• Beach re-nourishment 

• Permit seawalls 

• Green infrastructure 

• Plan for abandonment 

• There are costs and benefits to all available options. 

Therefore, you need to have a community discussion on 

what option to choose. 



Coastal Resilience 

 

ResilientMichigan.org 



Septic | Water Quality 

 



Septic | Water Quality  

• Septic was never meant as a long-term solution 

• We need better data 

• We need informed citizens 

• How do we know which septic tanks need maintenance? 



Local Identity & the Built Environment 

• Modern versus traditional design elements 

• What makes your place unique? 

• What distinguishes your community from everywhere else? (Kaleva 
does a good job of this with its Finnish history) 

• People only attach meaning to a place if there are elements that allow 
them to do so 



Housing Types 

• What we heard in Bear 
Lake: 
• Duplexes are okay if they 

match local designs 

• McMansions are out 

• Overly modern designs 
are out 

• No huge apartment 
complexes 

• Dense development is 
good if it has traditional 
design elements 

• Does this hold true for 
your community? 

 



 



 



 



Thought Experiment 

• Think of your favorite place you’ve ever been: 

• What spatial elements make it your favorite place? 

• What words would you use to describe the landscape? 

• What parts of that place could be integrated into Manistee? 



Local Economy | Rural Context 

• Challenges for rural 
economies 
• Low population density 

• Limited local demand 

• Isolation from critical 
networks 

• ‘Wal-Mart economy 

• Limited 
spaces/institutions for 
innovators 

• Limited tech access 

• Opportunities for rural 
economies 
• Growth in demand for 

food production 

• Demand for local/organic 

• Low environmental 
impact 

• Energy production  

• Room to breathe/grow 

• Connection to nature 

• High community affect 



Improving Civic Participation 

• Private Sector | Public Sector 

• What’s in the middle? 



Deciding what to do – Ask the community 

• Increases the likelihood that projects or 
solutions will be supported  

• Creates more effective solutions by 
drawing on local knowledge of a diverse 
group of stakeholders  

• Improves citizens’ knowledge and 
skills in problem solving  

• Empowers and integrates people from 
different backgrounds  

• Creates local networks of community 
members  

• Creates opportunities for raising and 
discussing concerns.  

• Increases trust in community 
organizations and governance  

Source: Bassler, Brasier, Fogle and Taverno (2008) ‘Developing Effective Citizen Engagement: A How-to Guide for Community Leaders.’ 

Center for Rural America, 2008. http://www.rural.palegislature.us/Effective_Citizen_Engagement.pdf 



Quality Public Input 

 

https://www.citizenshandbook.org/arnsteinsladder.html 



Social Networks – Making Connections 

 

Image source: Creative Insight, Ball State University 



Question & Answer Session 

Zach Vega, AICP 

zach.vega@networksnorthwest.org 

 

Visit networksnorthwest.org/community/about-us/ to learn more about 

Networks Northwest’s Community Development Team 

 

 

 


